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In the claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for screening for the presence of a clinically relevant 
amount of bacteria in donor blood or blood product from a healthy or asymptomatic d onor 
mammal for transfer into a recipient mammal, comprising: contacting a sample of the donor 
blood or blood product with a set of biadrag-ftgeaate pan-generic antibodies, wherein the set of 
binding agentsantibodies comprises binding aeo a teantibodies that specifically bind to a Gram- 
negative bacterial antigen and b in di n g ag ents -antibodies t hat specifically bind to a Gram-positive 
bacterial antigen, detecting binding of the set of binding agents antibodies to the sample, wherein 
binding indicates the presence of a clinically relevant amount of bacteria in the donor blood or 
blood product and no binding indicates the absence of a clinically relevant amount of bacteria in 
the donor blood or blood product from the donor mammal, wherein the blood or blood product 
determined to have an absence of a olinioally relevant omoun t less than 1x10* colony forming 
units (CPU) per mL of bacteria is useful for transfer to the recipient mammal. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3 . (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the donor blood or blood product is selected 
from the group consisting of whole blood, leukocytes, hematopoietic stem cells, platelets, red 
blood cells, plasma, and serum. 

4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the b inding agents antibodies that 
specifically bind to the Gram-negative bacterial antigen specifically bind to the 
lipopolysaccharide structure of the Gram-negative bacteria. 

5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the binding agente - antibodies t hat 
specifically bind to the Gram-positive bacterial antigen specifically bind to the lipoteichoic acid 
structure of the Gram-positive bacteria. 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the set of binding 
egea teantibodies is immobilized on a solid-phase support. 
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7. (Currently amended) A method for screening for the presence ojf a clinically relevant 
amount of Gram-positiv bacteria in donor blood product from a healthy or asymptomatic d onor 
mammal for transfer into a recipient mammal* comprising: contacting a sample of the donor 
blood or blood product with a set of binding ag e nts p an- generic antibodies, wherein the set of 
binding aaento antibodies comprises binding agont s antibodies that specifically bind to a Gram- 
positive bacterial antigen, detecting binding of the set of binding ag e nt s antibodies to the sample, 
wherein binding indicates the presence of a clinically relevant amount of Gram-positive bacteria 
in the donor blood or blood product and no binding indicates the absence of a clinically relevant 
amount of Gram-positive bacteria in the donor blood or blood product, and wherein the donor 
blood or blood product from the donor mammal determined to have on absenc e of a clinically 
relevant amoun t less than 1 x 10 6 CFU per mL of Gram-positive bacteria is useful for transfer to 
the recipient mammal. 

8. (Currently amended) A method for screening for the presence of a clinically relevant 
amount of Gram-negative bacteria in donor blood product from a healthy or asymptomatic donor 
mammal for transfer to a recipient mammal, comprising: contacting a sample of the donor blood 
or blood product with a set of binding ag e nt op an-generic antibodies, wherein the set of binding 
ageate antibodies comprises binding agont s antibodies that specifically bind to a Gram-negative 
bacterial antigen, detecting binding of the set of binding ag e nt santibodies to the sample, wherein 
binding indicates the presence of a clinically relevant amount of Gram-negative bacteria in the 
donor blood or blood product and no binding indicates the absence of a clinically relevant 
amount of Gram-negative bacteria in the donor blood or blood product, and wherein the donor 
blood or blood product from the donor mammal determined to have on oboence of aolinioally — 
rel e vant amount! ess than 1 x 10 6 CFU per mL of Gram-negative bacteria is useful for transfer to 
the recipient mammal. 

9-13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Currently amended) A method for screening for the presence of a clinically relevant 
amount of bacteria in a donor tissue from a healthy or asymptomatic d onor mammal for transfer 
to a recipient mammal, wherein the donor tissue is stored in a fluid, comprising contacting a 
sample of the fluid with a set of binding - ago a t span-generic antibodies, wherein the set of bm&ft g 
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agents -antibodies comprises binding agents antibodies t hat specifically bind to a Gram-negative 



antigen, detecting binding of the set of binding ag e nts antibodies to the sample, wherein binding 
indicates the presence of a clinically relevant amount of bacteria in the donor tissue and no 
binding indicates the absence of a clinically relevant amount of bacteria in the donor tissue, and 
wherein the donor blood or blood product from the donor mammal determined to have a» 
absence of a clinically r e levant amoun t less than 1 x 10 6 CPU per mL of bacteria is useful for 
transfer to the recipient mammal. 

15. (Previously presented) The method of claim 14 f wherein the donor tissue determined to 
have an absence of a clinically relevant amount of bacteria is transferred to the second mammal, 

16. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the donor tissue is selected from the group 
consisting of lung, heart, liver, skin, kidney, pancreas, spleen, and bone marrow* 

17. (Currently amended) A method for screening for the presence of a clinically relevant 
amount of Gram-positive bacteria in a donor tissue from a healthy or asymptomatic d onor 
mammal for transfer to a recipient mammal, wherein the donor tissue is stored m a fluid, 
comprising contacting a sample of fluid with a set of binding agent pp an-generic antibodies. 
wherein the set of binding agent s antibodies comprises binding agents antibodies t hat specifically 
bind to a Gram-positive bacterial antigen* detecting binding of the set of bi tiding 
ajsegt santibodies to the sample, wherein binding indicates the presence of a clinically relevant 
amount of Gram-positive bacteria m the donor tissue and no binding indicates the absence of a 
clinically relevant amount of Gram-positive bacteria in the donor tissue, and wherein the donor 
blood or blood product from the donor mammal determined to have a n ? a ks en e o-of a clinically 
rel e vant amount l ess than 1 x 10 6 CFU per mL o f Gram-positive bacteria is useful for transfer to 
the recipient mammal. 

1 8. (Currently amended) A method for screening for the presence of a clinically relevant 
amount of Gram-negative bacteria in a donor tissue from a ftealfl yy or asymptomatic donor 
mammal for transfer to a recipient mammal, wherein the donor tissue is stored in a fluid, 
comprising contacting a sample of the fluid with a set of biadtag-ageBtep an- generic antibodies. 
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wherein the set of binding -ftgem santibodies comprises binding agents antibodies t hat specifically 
bind to a Gram-negative bacterial antigen, detecting binding of the set of binding 
agem santibodies to the Gram-negative bacterial antigen in the sample, wherein binding indicates 
the presence of a clinically relevant amount of Gram-negative bacteria in the donor tissue and no 
binding indicates the absence of a clinically relevant amount of Gram-negative bacteria in the 
donor tissue, and wherein the donor tissue from the donor mammal determined to have aa 
ab s ent of a cliflically r e l e vant amoun t less than 1 x 10 6 CFU per mL of Gram-negative bacterial 
is useful for transfer to the recipient mammal. 

19-25, (Cancelled) 

26. (Currently amended) The method of any of claims 1 , 7, 8, 14, 1 7 S and 1 8, wherein the 
set of binding ag e nts -antibodies are detectably labeled with a reporter molecule, 

27. (Previously presented) The method of claim 26, wherein said reporter molecule is 
selected from the group consisting of a molecule with enzymatic activity, a radio-labeled 
molecule, a fusion molecule, a fluorogenic molecule, a metal sol, a particle, a chromatic 
molecule, or a molecule that is specifically bound by a secondary agent. 

28. (Cancelled) 

29. (Previously presented) The method of any of claims 1, 7, 8, 14, 17, and 18, wherein the 
clinically effective amount of bacteria is greater than 1 x 10 6 CFU/ ml of blood or blood product. 

30. (Previously presented) The method of any of claims 1, 7, 8 S 14, 17, and 18, wherein the 
clinically effective amount of bacteria is greater than 1 x 10 5 CFU/ml of blood or blood product. 

31. (Previously presented) The method of any of claims 1, 7, 8, 14, 17, and 18, wherein the 
clinically effective amount of bacteria is greater than 1 x 10 4 CFU/ml of blood or blood product. 

32. (Previously presented) The method of any of claims 1, 7, 8, 14, 17, and 18, wherein the 
clinically effective amount of bacteria is greater than 1 x 10 3 CFU/ml of blood or blood product. 
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33. (Previously presented) The method of claim 27, wherein the enzymatic molecule is 
selected from the group consisting of horseradish peroxidase, alkaline phosphatase, and p~ 
galactosidase. 

34. (Previously presented) The method of claim 26, wherein said reporter molecule is 
bound to the binding agent by intermolecular association. 

35. (Previously presented) The method any of claims 1 , 7, 8, 17, and 1 8 further comprising 
the step of transferring the blood or blood product to a recipient mammal. 
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